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Extra eyes and ears on the streets can make the city a safer place.
That's the premise of a pilot project starting in Orillia.

Monday night, Orillia city council gave approval for the police services board to begin recruiting for an Orillia Citizens
Patrol Program.

"The program speaks for itself," OPP community services officer Sean McTeague told council. "This is a very proactive
program and it is conducted by members of the community. "

Similar to Citizens on Patrol programs run in municipalities across the country, including in Barrie and New Tecumseth,
the program has local citizens patrol areas of the municipality in their vehicles to watch for criminal activity and then
report it to police.

Spearheaded by the police services board, research into the program has been underway for four to six months, said
chair Don MacNeil.

Although touted as a city-owned program, the Orillia OPP detachment would provide support services, including
training program volunteers, collecting patrol reports and supervising necessary equipment like patrol kits and
scanners.

Trained volunteers are supplied with pre-paid gas cards and items such as flashlights, a police scanner and cellphones
so they can contact the OPP communications centre to report any activity they see, ranging from vandalism and
suspicious people to traffic complaints or drugs.

Patrollers are to act as observers only and contact police to take action and log it on their reports.

"We don't want somebody trying to be some kind of hero out there," said Mac- Neil Tuesday afternoon. "Just someone
with good common sense, who, when they see someone doing something wrong, they phone and get a black and
white (police car) out there."

The Police Services Board feels so strongly about the benefits of the program in the community that they've agreed to
dip into their own reserve funds to cover the $6,100 year one costs.
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"I think this it's one of the most positive programs I've seen in a long time," Coun. Ralph Cipolla said after McTeague
laid out the blueprints for the program.

"To me this is a no-brainer," agreed Coun. Michael Fogarty. "You've got an organization willing to fund it and we get a
chance, in a year, to evaluate. Let's give it a shot for a year and see what happens."”

What the police services board and OPP are hoping happens is a safer communityasaresultof thevolunteer program.

MacNeil said since volunteers are in their own vehicles during their patrol periods, it would be easier to observe
criminal activity than it is for marked police cruisers.

"They see a black and white and they tend to smarten up," he said of people potentially involved in criminal activity.

With council's stamp of approval, MacNeil said they can now look at starting to advertise the program and look for
volunteers.
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